
Tamworth & District Chess Club 

News 

April update 
Our division 2 team scored 2 victories recently, beating both Lichfield ‘B’ and Oscott 2½-1½.  They 

are still in with a chance of winning the league, but will need a big win in the last match, away to 

Stafford, to do so. 

The Chris Harrington trophy concluded with the last round played last night.  This brought wins for 

Andrew T, Simon and Pat.  The final scores were Manish 6, Andrew T 5, Pat 3½, Simon 3½, Peter 2, 

Kevin 1 and David 0. [14 April] 

Chase Trophy Winners! 
Last night, we won the Chase Trophy (the knockout competition for clubs in the Cannock League) for 

the third time by beating Rugeley 3-1.  There were good wins for Andrew T and Pat, and draws for 

Mircea and Peter.  The trophy will be presented at the League’s AGM in June. [15 March] 

Congratulations… 
…firstly to Dale on a very good win in his first league match for the club, in a 2-2 draw with Division 2 

leaders Rugeley.  There were also draws for Mircea and Andrew T.  

…secondly to Manish for winning the Chris Harrington Trophy with a score of 6/6.  The bad news for 

him (and the good news for the rest of us) is that he won’t be able to defend his title next year as his 

rating is now too high. [10 March} 

February Update 
Since the last update (apologies for the delay) there have been three league matches and two round 

of the Chris Harrington Trophy.  In Division 1 of the Cannock League, we played Lichfield ’A’ home 

and away, winning 3½-½ at home (wins for Mircea and Simon and a draw for Andrew S, with 

Lichfield defaulting the bottom board) and losing 1½-2½ away (a win for Andrew S and a draw for 

Peter).  We played Lichfield ‘A’ also in Division 2, with the score 2-2 on the night (a win for Manish 

and draws for Pat and Andrew T) but Lichfield subsequently penalised for exceeding the rating limit, 

resulting in a final score of 3-1 to Tamworth. 

The fourth round of the Chris Harrington Trophy saw wins for Manish and Peter, and a draw 

between Simon and Pat.  Round 5 saw wins for Manish, Simon and Andrew T.  Manish is leading with 

5/5 and has one hand on the trophy. 



The club also recorded a 2½-1½ win in the semi-final of the Chase Trophy (knock-out competition) 

against Rushall with wins for Mircea and Manish and a draw for David.  We will now play Rugeley 

away in the final on 14th March. 

New year Update 
Happy New Year to all.  And here’s a round up of what happened at the back end of 2022.  The third 

round of the Chris Harrington Trophy saw wins for Kevin, Manish and Andrew T, leaving Manish as 

the clear leader with 3/3.  The Chase Trophy match scheduled for 15 December was postponed until 

9 February, and on the last club night before Christmas we held a Christmas rapid play tournament, 

which was won by Andrew S with 5/5. [7 January] 

Chris Harrington Trophy Round 2 
The second round of the Trophy has now been completed with wins for Manish, Pat and Peter.  The 

early leaders are Manish and Pat, each with 2/2 [21 November] 

Another win 
The Division 2 team travelled to Walsall Kipping on 10th November and claimed a second successive 

3-1 victory, with wins for Pat and Andrew T, and draws for Kevin and Peter. [21 November] 

Chris Harrington Trophy 
The first round of the Chris Harrington Trophy was played on 20th October, with all three games 

taking place and several interested observers.  There were wins for Pat, Andrew T and Manish.  

There are further rounds each month through until April, with the next round on 17th November. [24 

October] 

First win 
The first win of the new season was achieved by the Division2 team with a 3-1 victory at Rushall.  

There were good wins for Pat and David, and draws for Mircea and Peter. [7 October] 

 

League Season Starts 
The Cannock League season got off to a disappointing start for both teams.  On the 22nd September, 

the division 1 team hosted Lichfield ‘B’ (probably a stronger team than Lichfield ‘A’) and were well 

beaten 3½-½, with Pat securing the ½ point draw.  A week later, the division 2 team were at home to 

Mercia and succumbed 3-1.  In a match which was closer than the score line suggests, Manish on 

debut was the only winner. [1 October] 

Rapid Play Tournament 
As a curtain raiser to the new season, we held a rapid play tournament for club members on 15th 

September. This was won by Andrew S, with a score of 5/5, with our newest member, Manish, 



runner-up with 3½/5.  An enjoyable evening was had by all,  and I intend to try to run similar 

tournaments in the future. [1 October]  

Chris Harrington Trophy 
At the recent AGM, it was decided to purchase a trophy in memory of the late Chris Harrington, 

which will be played for each season by club members with a rating not exceeding 1700 at a 

standard time rate.  Details of how to enter will be circulated to members at the start of the season. 
[18 July} 

20222/23 Season 
For the coming season (which will be played as a full season from September to April), the club has 

entered teams in Divisions 1 and 2 of the Cannock League, and the Chase Trophy (knock-out 

competition).  The fixtures can be found on the Fixtures page of the website. [18 July]  

So close – again! 
Unfortunately, the division 3 team were unable to win their last match, drawing with Stafford. This 

gave Stafford the title on game points difference, meaning that in the three leagues the club has 

entered in the 2021/22 season, we have finished second each time. [18 July] 

Demise of Chris Harrington 
It is with much sadness that we have to report the death in early April of Chris Harrington.  Chris 

joined the club in 2014, and played regularly until the lockdown in 2020.  Increasing ill-health and 

mobility problems restricted him to just one visit after the club re-opened.  He was a steady player 

with some interesting ideas, who also played a lot of chess on-line.  He will be sadly missed, and we 

send our condolences to his family and friends. [11 May] 

Congratulations to Kevin 
At the end of April, Kevin won the Dolan Trophy, the League Individual tournament for players rated 

below 1451.  Many congratulations.  Unfortunately, Mircea and Peter, who were playing in the 

Robert Ward Trophy, both lost their semi-final matches. [11 May] 

 

 


